JL \ . examining scientific information services was expressed and the
Royal Society was invited to give its attention to the problem. This invitation was formally endorsed by the British Com monwealth Scientific Official Conference of 1946. The C ouncil of the Society decided that the conference should take place in the summer of 1948, and in November 1947 C ouncil appointed a Committee under the joint chairmanship of Sir Alfred Egerton and Sir Edward Salisbury to advise on the preliminary organization of a Scientific Information Conference. The first meeting of this preparatory co mmittee took place on 10 December 1947-In addition to a large number of U .K . Societies and other organiza/ tions, invitations were issued to all memben'countries of the Commonŵ ealth. In this respect it followed the pattern of the 1946 Empire Scientific Conference but, in addition, the National Academy of Sciences of U .S .A . was asked to send a few representatives, as it was considered important that U .S .A . scientific opinion should be heard in the Conference discussions. A n invitation was also sent to the U nited Nations Educational Scientific and C ultural Organization ( U N E S C O ) so that the Conference deliberations might be know n at first hand to those U N E S C O representatives responsible for scientific information services. It was decided to limit the Conference to a consideration of scientific information services only from the point of view of use and service to the scientific community, and to include all scientific subjects including agricultural sciences, engineering sciences and medical sciences, but not social sciences.
Because of the extensive nature of the subject, the preparatory committee decided to organize the Conference in four sections and it invited four of its members to act as editors, v iz .:- These editors each prepared a preliminary memorandum dealing with their respective sections. These were issued by the preparatory committee early in 1948 to those who had been invitedtothe Conference, and comments were solicited so that an agenda for the conference could be prepared, the overseas representatives, in particular, being asked to collect opinions from their scientific colleagues. These preliminary notes gave rise to considerable discussion and interest and in this respect the preparatory committee was gratified to have the assistance of the sectional committees of the Society as well as helpful suggestions from other Fellows. Papers on the various aspects of the subject of the Conference were submitted by invitation and, in all, forty^six Con/' ference papers were issued prior to the Conference.
The amount of interest displayed in the Conference exceeded that originally anticipated by the preparatory committee. In order to organize the preparatory work, it was decided that each section should have a sub^committee to prepare its part of the agenda and to appoint working party leaders who would act as chairmen of working parties appointed at the Conference itself, each working party to include individuals with specialized knowledge in that part of the Conference agenda referred to it for consideration. The sectional sub/committees soon became aware of the desirability of obtaining factual information, and questionnaires on the reading habits o f scientists and on the present practices o f abstracting services were issued to a large number o f scientists and organizations. A great deal of effort was put into this preliminary work, and the results proved to be o f great benefit at the Conference.
T o provide delegates with a concrete illustration of certain aspects of the subjects under discussion, an exhibition was arranged to take place in the Society's rooms. There were displayed examples of scientific journals, abstracts and reviews, a series of exhibits on printing and other methods of reproduction, as well as sections dealing with classifica^ tion methods, mechanical indexing and sorting, and microphotography and microfilm readers. The exhibition was a source of great interest to delegates and it also formed the major part of the exhibits at the Society's Conversazione on i July. Many organizations contributed to the success of the exhibition w hich was augmented by a number of displays by firms engaged in the manufacture o f equipment used in scientific information services. W ith the same object of providing concrete evidence w hich could be called upon in the Conference discussions, a series of visits were arranged to libraries, printing works, industrial information bureaux, etc. A n Exhibition and Visits SuEcommittee under the chairmanship o f Professor J. Z . Young, F .R .S ., was responsible for these arrangements. In addition, a number of social engagements for overseas delegates were arranged. T o list all these visits and engagements would take up too much space, but mention of the chief events is made in the following abbreviated version of the Conference programme. The plenary meetings took place at the Royal Institution, and working party meetings in the rooms of the Societies in Burlington House. In the evening the overseas delegates were the guests of the President at a small informal dinner held in the hall of the Society of Apothecaries, by kind permission of the Master, Professor E. C . Dodds.
The proceedings of the Conference involved delegates in intensive activity. There were fifteen separate working parties, in the work of one or other of which the majority of the some 250 delegates participated. Their recommendations after amendment and approval by the C o n / ference were submitted to the C ouncil of the Society at its meeting on 8 July when they were approved. C ouncil decided that, provided funds for the purpose could be found, it would set up a committee on scientific information services whose first concern would be to advise C ouncil on the implementation of the recommendations of the Conference. The recommendations have been circulated to Fellows and a full report of the Conference is in preparation. N o attempt, therefore, will be made here to give an account of the conclusions arrived at by the Conference. In general terms, however, it may be said that the Conference successfully dealt with its subject. By bringing into focus the many aspects of the complex problem of rapidly and accurately communicating scientific knowledge, the scientists and others concerned have now a much clearer picture o f the issues involved and of possible ways o f solving their difficulties. The Conference caused a number of scientists to give greater attention to the problems of scientific information services, and, by an energetic implementation of the recommendations, advances and improvements should be possible. It is clear that further research on the various ways in which scientists seek their information will be necessary, and this will be one of the tasks which the new committee will consider.
The preparatory work for the Conference was considerable and was undertaken by the Assistant Secretary and the Society's office staff augmented by the services of Mr C . J. Burleigh and of Mr R . M. C . A rnot, kindly lent to the Society for the purpose by Imperial Chem ical Industries Ltd.
The following is a list of the overseas delegates to the Conference:- 
